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BAND: LED BIB

ALBUM: SENSIBLE SHOES
LABEL: CUNEIFORM

RELEASE DATE: MAY 4 2009 
 
“Led Bib are the band bringing jazz back to contemporary music’s cutting edge.” The Sun
 “’a chink of light in ever darkening skies” Artrocker
“The future of jazz” The Times
“One of the UK’s most adventurous groups” Jazzwise ****
"...like a gale of fresh air" The Guardian
"Sensible Shoes sounds very much like a jazz classic" Metro
“You’ll be hard pressed to keep the lid on this explosive tour de force of ensemble intelligence” The Independent ****

"Rarely have two saxes, keyboard, bass and drums sounded so dangerous yet so compelling" Observer Music Monthly ****

With a very loud blast of euphoric rock, a surge of anarchic jazz and an irrepressible burst of band laughter, Led Bib released their fourth album, ‘Sensible Shoes’ through U.S label Cuneiform on May 4th. The album was announced as an 'Album of the Year' in the 2009 Barclaycard Mercury Prize on July 21st 2009, alongside artists including Florence + The Machine, Bat For Lashes, The Horrors and Kasabian. 

Now fun may not be a word you expect to hear in relation to jazz, but it’s the addition of this playfulness that has over years seen Led Bib throw out any jazz preconceptions. Fives years of friendship and playing together has seen the group of twenty-somethings, who all met at Middlesex University, move from the shackles of their respective jazz music educations to a place where they embrace failure at the risk of what could be. This has made their nail biting sets the stuff of gig-land legend. They are composed of drums (Mark Holub), bass (Liran Donin), Rhodes and piano (Toby McLaren) and fronted by two duelling alto sax players (Chris Williams and Pete Grogan). 

In true Bib style the new album is awash with unusual ideas. It takes in a deranged waltz (Yes, Again), Tom and Jerry chases and calypso cheek (Squirrel Carnage) to more sensitive traditional jazz structures (Early morning). There’s a resurrection of Delia Derbyshire’s ghost (2.4:1 (still equals none)), an ode to Hewlett Packard lament (Call Centre Labyrinth), a reflective, very English, John Sermon style ballad (Water Shortage) and epic closing track penned by Williams about a life begun in Edmonton, North London (Zone 4).  

The record expresses the realities and dreams of life living in London, seen through the prism of the members' different cultural heritages from New Jersey and Israel to Edmonton. Their individual references peer out from the record through the likes of Metallica like riffs and Northern Soul licks to New York Downtown influenced improvisation.

Says bandleader Holub “It’s a coming of age album for us. It’s not overly intellectual or conceived. On the earlier records, we thought more about how each improvisation might go, but in this record we wanted to go into it really freely, like we do live. This record is our natural sound, embracing all our ideas and influences, with as little weight of tradition as possible.” 
Last year saw Led Bib play packed London and North Sea Jazz Festival shows and an abundance of press superlatives were poured upon their live album. Across the globe, recognition grew, including in the states where Steven Feigenbaum from Cuneiform Records (home to renegade jazz on both sides of the Atlantic from Robert Wyatt and Brotherhood of Breath to Gutbucket) knew their reputation, loved their work and happily signed them up for a 2009 release.

Sensible Shoes, packed with more attacks of rock fury and fearless improvising, has blown new minds and pushed further into uncharted territory. And with an esoteric choice like Led Bib being Mercury nominated, they’ve put dangerous music back on the pop agenda!

Track Listing

Yes, again


Squirrel carnage


Early morning


Sweet chilli




2.4:1* 




Call centre labyrinth





Water shortage


Flat pack fantasy

Zone 4*
All tracks written by Mark Holub except * by Chris Williams

Led Bib Live Dates
8 September 2009 Mercury Prize Awards Live on BBC 2, BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 2
11 September 2009 Repeat of Mercury Prize show with performances in full
17 September 2009 The Boiler Room, Guildford

29 September 2009 Ronnie Scott’s Jazz Club, London
14 October 2009 The Queens Theatre, Barnstaple 
16 October 2009 Enjoy Jazz Festival, Germany

22 October 2009 Bar Santiago, Leeds

23 October 2009 Eden Gardens, Derby 

8 November 200i9 The Croft, Bristol
20 November 2009 London Jazz Festival, Vortex, London  

21 November 2009 The Live Room, Bradford 
22 November 2009 The Cluny, Newcastle
28 November 2009 The Old Market, Hove

10 December 2009 Bonington Theatre, Nottingham
12 December 2009 Champiions Bar, Bournemouth

27 January 2010 The Rainbow, Birmingham

5 February 2010 Liverpool Philharmonic Hall – Rodewald Suite

Links: www.ledbib.com / www.cuneiformrecords.com / www.myspace.com/ledbib 
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